
 

 

Homework for Lesson 16: A Loving Church 

 

In this session, your group explored The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church. The Social Principles 

are the expression of the UMC’s guidance for how we, the church, are to live in and engage our world with the 

love of God.  

 

Describe a household rule from your family that you find funny or unusual. 

 

 

Why do you think you have “rules” in your family? …in society?  

 

 

Have you ever helped come up with rules for your family or a group? What was that like?  
 

 

Trying to trap Jesus with his own words was a pretty common occurrence in the Gospels. Religious leaders and experts 
were often trying to trick him into saying something that either contradicted himself or, more importantly, Scripture. 
That happens in today’s story from the Bible. Read Mark 12:28-34. 

The expert in the law may have been trying to trick Jesus into holding one part of the law above the others, or he may 
honestly have just wondered what Jesus thought. In any case, Jesus comes at it from a different angle.  

The first part of his answer, “Israel, listen! Our God is the one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength,” was from a precious Jewish scripture (found in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9), that they kept posted on the door frames of their houses. Pious people even wore it strapped on 
their bodies. Jesus was telling this expert in the law that if he would do that and love his neighbor as he loved himself, he 
would keep all of the hundreds of laws contained in the Jewish Scripture. 

If you kept those two commands, which of your house rules would no longer be necessary? 

 

 

What keeps us from living out those commandments? Why do we still need other rules to live by? 
 

 


