
Homework for Lesson 6: The Early Church 
 
Last week we talked about how, in the time of Jesus, Israel was under Roman occupation. Rome was the 
most powerful empire in the world. As the Church expanded and grew it became increasingly 
intertwined with Rome. At first, this was very dangerous. One of the early leaders of the Church, Paul, 
was arrested for preaching the Gospel and eventually executed in Rome. About 200 years later the 
Roman emperor Diocletian persecuted and killed many Christians. 
 
But eventually Christianity became stronger and stronger in the Roman Empire and became the official 
religion in 380. Christianity expanded wherever Rome went and as a result much of the Church’s history 
is tied to the history of the Roman Empire. This means that a lot of the earliest Christian writers and 
leaders wrote and spoke Latin and the earliest translations of the Bible were in Latin. People like Jerome 
are remembered for translating the Bible into Latin, while others like Augustine and Tertullian are 
remembered for their explanation of faith and theology. 
 
In Roman times, sculpture and art played a central role in culture. Many of these sculptures would be 
dedicated to a famous person in honor of the great things they had done in their lives. For instance, a 
sculpture might be dedicated to Tertullian, the father of Latin Christianity, or Jerome, the father of 
biblical translation. 
 
The story of the Church is long and filled with many twists and turns. There are countless teachers and 
preachers, writers and monks, kings and queens who play a role in the history of the Church. It’s filled 
with tales of war and political intrigue, but also boundless love and beauty. People spend years and 
years trying to understand it and piece it together. 
  
In order to learn a little bit more about some of the important people from the history of the Church, 
below are four important people. Choose one and write a summary of their lives and why they are 
important. 
 
Augustine of Hippo 
Gregory the Great 
Julian of Norwich 
Francis of Assisi 
 
Now I want you to imagine what it would be like to meet the person you chose, to have dinner with 
them and ask them anything you want about their lives and their faith. Then answer these questions: 
 
Where or what would you eat?  
 
 
 
 
And what are three questions that you would ask them? 
 


