
A Mother’s Legacy

My mother Mary was born February 2, 1925. She was one of the Greatest Generation. She taught me and my four brothers how to raise a family on one working-class income. Thrift, denial of frivolous expenditures and smart investments were paramount. The church was always important. The weekly offering envelope was always filled first before other bills were paid.

When Mom died in 2011, a legacy she left gave me a decision to make. How could I best contribute to make sure she would always be remembered? As Wheatland Salem Church has always supported Hesed House, a homeless shelter located in Aurora, I asked of the volunteers what I could contribute. A suggestion was made to supply a protein for the breakfast shift. Since pancakes are served, a suggestion of bacon or sausage was made. 

Bacon is too difficult to make for more than 200 people, so it was decided to supply sausage for the meal. 

Since 2011, with the exception of 2020 due to the COVID pandemic, my Friday Morning Men’s Group has faithfully contributed monthly for the cost of the sausage. It never fails, if someone is short, someone else pays double. It is truly a blessing from the seed Mom planted to an ongoing contribution to a worthy cause. 

Doesn’t it seem appropriate we supply sausage? After all, it is ground hog. Perhaps you remember her birthday was Groundhog Day.

-- Trevor Litherland

This testimony is part of a continuing series on stewardship that will appear on the Wheatland Salem Church website. 

